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General Tips 
• It’s almost always preferable to choose the qualified response. It will make your response seem more 

nuanced and sophisticated. If you can’t, it’s especially critical to use effective naysayers in the course of the 
essay. 

• Make sure that you clearly address the author/quote (if present) from the prompt. Make it clear that you 
understand/define the position that the speaker is taking. 

 
The Intro and Thesis 

• Your introduction should not a) be a generalized 
statement about human nature/society, b) just fill the 
page with no purpose, c) be obviously false, d) offer a 
weak question or quotation, or e) open with a 
generalized truism. 

• Instead, it should be STAMPY: 
a) Shock your audience with a statistic 
b) Tell a story or establish a scenario 
c) Analogize with an effective comparison 
d) Make a good question that does not have an easy answer 
e) Personalize with an effective anecdote 

• Effective introductions lead with powerful adjective 
and verbs.  
OKAY: When you drink a glass of milk, you’re getting 
more than wholesome calories… 
BETTER: Pus. Hormones. Mucous. Hardly what we 
imagine each time we take a drink from a glass of 
milk … 

• Thesis statement needs to be an argument that raises 
a controversial point and clearly articulates the 
reasons you will argue in your piece. It will have a 
strong tension word. 

• Your thesis statement should be parallel. 
• With extra time at the end of the test, review your 

intro and thesis for grammar and spelling. 
 

Definition of Terms 
• One of the critical tasks that will face you on many of the persuasive prompts on the AP Language test is to 

carefully define the terms you are using. If the prompt asks you to write about dissent, adversity, the state 
of being overrated, freedom, or anything else, you must make sure to define how you see that word.  

• For instance, in a prompt from 2008, the essay asked the writer to address the distinction between dissent 
and disagreement. Failing to clearly show what those terms mean will make your essay much less precise, 
much less engaging. 

• This definition can often take place in your intro paragraph, most often the bridge and/or thesis. 
 
 

  

SIMPLE THREE-PART INTRO 

• Anecdote 

• Bridge to Thesis 

• Thesis 

AN EFFECTIVE THESIS STATEMENT 

While Pogreba’s assertion that young Americans 

have limited knowledge about current events is 

certainly correct, returning the voting age to 21 

would undermine lifelong civic participation and 

violate the rights of young Americans.  



Persuasion Essay Notes 

 

 M r .  P o g r e b a  
 

AP Lang  

Writing with Edge 
• Excellent essays make arguments that aren’t obvious or non-controversial. They advance ideas that require 

proof and analysis, not self-evident claims that every reader will already know or believe. 
• There is a fine line, though. You don’t want your essay to be so absurd as to reduce your credibility or so 

offensive as you make the reader reject your essay as something that is non-serious. 
• For instance, if you are writing an essay about dissent, a paragraph asserting that the Constitution gives 

Americans freedom of speech is not terribly interesting. Discussing the limits of those freedoms or our 
failures to uphold them, though, could be. 

• To effectively write an argument is to stake out new ground, to challenge the reader and even threaten her 
worldview, to make rethink old truths and 
ponder new ones. 

 
Naysayers 

• Naysayers are an effective strategy to add 
depth to paragraphs buy engaging with 
and responding to an alternative point of 
view in your piece. Remember to always 
raise a fair objection (not a strawperson) 
and answer it fully. 

• Its format is simple: the writer raises a 
potential objection from an opponent, and 
then crushes that argument. 

• You can either answer the objection in the same sentence you raise it or in a sentence or more after. 
• The naysayer works best inside body paragraphs that are not concessions or caveats.  
• GENERAL NAYSAYER: Some may challenge the assertion that _________________________. 
• NAMED NAYSAYER: Many feminists would probably object that ___________ or Social Darwinists would 

certainly take issue with the argument that __________________.  
 

 

Topic Sentences 

• Strong topic sentences are: 
o Clear, sub-arguments that prove the thesis. 
o Claims (arguments). 

• Weak topic sentences are 
o Facts, quotations or questions. 
o Too narrow, limiting the focus of the paragraph. 
o Too broad, failing to define the focus of the paragraph. 

STRONG TOPIC SENTENCE 

Despite the fact that compulsory voting undeniably 

increases civic engagement, it is a clear violation of one of 

the most fundamental rights of speech: the right to remain 

silent. 


