
Chaucer Day Dante’s Hell Assignment  

Mr. Pogreba/ AP English IV 

Helena High 

 
Chaucer Day 
 
Assignment, Part the First (Completed by a Group of 2-3) 
 
Select one of the following tales from Geoffrey Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales. Between now and this 
Friday, read and understand the entire tale, including its prologue. Then, in a 5-7 minute 
presentation, creatively accomplish these tasks: 1) explain the character, 2) present the story, 3) 
identify what type of medieval literature it uses, 4) identify its theme or moral, and 5) Use some Middle 
English. Yes, I am aware that you can read these using Spark Notes or some other nonsense, but don’t. 
The language of Chaucer (and all literature, for that matter!) is what matters—so don’t shortchange 
yourself. I mean it! 
 

 The Knight’s Tale  
 The Miller 
 The Reeve 
 The Cook 
 The Wife of Bath 
 The Merchat 
 The Squire 
 The Shipman 

 The Canon Yeoman 
 The Monk 
 The Summoner 
 The Clerk 
 The Prioress 
 Nun’s Priest 
 Second Nun 

 
The Inferno 
 
One of the most important elements of Dante’s Inferno was his highly established hierarchy of hell. 
Each sin (and sinner) was placed in a particular level with a particular punishment that matched their 
misdeed. This hierarchy was critical to medieval cosmology, as belief in hierarchy and the Great Chain 
of Being were dominant among educated and uneducated people alike. And yet the pervasive theme is 
one of appropriateness or balance—each sinner is punished in a manner that fits the nature of their 
sins on earth. For people of Dante’s time, there are no excuses or extenuating circumstances—
punishments are meted out with almost scientific precision. 
 
Your assignment is to create a personal representation of Hell, using Dante’s work as a model. While 
you may choose to work on the larger sins that Dante did, you may also have a more narrowly focused 
work. You could write about the levels of high school hell, fashion hell, or anything else. The goal is to 
be both creative and informative. 
Specifically, your hell must have: 

 9 levels, arranged from the least awful sin to the most heinous; 
 Specific punishments for each level, appropriate to the sin, 
 Examples for each of the nine levels (Be nice!) 

 
Be creative. Plan on a short presentation to the class where you can answer questions and explain your 
hell. You do need to have some tangible product to turn in, whether it is a poster or model or film or 
paper. 
 
Extra Credit (For Either Project) 
 
I’ve come to my senses. The costume will not be a graded part of the assignment. However, any group 
or individual can earn ‘some’ to ‘much’ extra credit for appearing on Friday in costume or bringing 
food appropriate to the Middle Ages. 
 


