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Chapter 2

Every part of  the earth is sacred to my people. Every 

shining pine needle, every sandy shore, every mist in the 

dark woods, every meadow, every humming insect. All 

are holy in the memory and experience of  my people.

We know the sap which courses through the trees as we 

know the blood that courses through our veins. We are 

part of  the earth and it is part of  us. The perfumed 

flowers are our sisters. The bear, the deer, the great eagle, 

these are our brothers. The rocky crests, the dew in the 

meadow, the body heat of  the pony, and man all belong 

to the same family.

The water's murmur is the voice of  my father's father.

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 --Chief  Seattle

ENVIRONMENTAL 
PHILOSOPHY
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From the Ancient World
• Judeo-Western Christian Tradition places man in a place of  

preeminence over nature

• From the Bible: The God said, "Let the earth bring forth all 
kinds of  living creatures: cattle, creeping things, and wild ani-
mals of  all kinds." And so it happened: God made all things 
of  wild animals, all kinds of  cattle, and all kinds of  creeping 
things of  the earth. God saw how good it was. Then God said: 
"Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. Let them 
have dominion over the fish of  the sea, the birds of  the air, 
and the cattle, and over all the wild animals and all the crea-
tures that crawl on the ground." 

• Aristotle believed that all living things could be rank ordered 
from the least to the highest (humans). This established the no-
tion of  hierarchy, the superiority of  certain life form over oth-
ers.

• The Great Chain of  Being proposed that all "species" of  ani-
mals were linked in a logical progression

FRANCIS BACON

❖ But by far the greatest hindrance and aberration of  the 
human understanding proceeds from the dullness, 
incompetency, and deceptions of  the senses; in that 
things which strike the sense outweigh things which do 
not immediately strike it, though they be more 
important. Hence it is that speculation commonly 
ceases where sight ceases; insomuch that of  things 
invisible there is little or no observation. --Sir Francis 
Bacon
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• At the core, the nature of  a being's soul defined its place 
in the Chain.

• This metaphor extended into all other areas (cosmology, 
politics, society, etc.) 

 

The Enlightenment & A Bit Earlier
• Francis Bacon's Scientific Empiricism

• Separates science from religion and mysticism

• In doing so, he separated nature from the world of  human 
reason

• Creates Duality, one that extends man/woman

• Rene Descartes placed the rational plane above the "irra-
tional" plane of  the natural world. (Ignored the steward-
ship component of  dominion.)

• Thomas Aquinas (humans are distinct from animals be-
cause of  the existence of  souls)

• Big Picture: Rationality over Spirituality/Emotion

• Humans are associated with Reason, Nature is associated 
with the irrational

• Enlightenment Attitude = Control/Quantify/Commodify 
the Environment 
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Biography
• Grew up and spent most of  his life in Concord, MA

• Attended Harvard, where he was exposed to the works and 
teachings of  Ralph Waldo Emerson, his chief  mentor and 
friend

• Little academic work after  his graduation-- worked in a pencil 
shop and taught briefly

• In 1845, built a cabin on the shore of  Walden Pond

• Lived there for two years 

• Wished to live deliberately and "suck all of  the marrow out of  
life"

• Emerson's funeral speech about Thoreau: "I so much regret 
the loss of  his rare powers of  action, that I cannot help count-
ing it a fault in him that he had no ambition. Wanting this 
(that is, lacking ambition) instead of  engineering for all Amer-
ica, he was the captain of  a huckleberry party. Pounding 

QUOTATIONS

❖ “I went to the woods because I wished to live 
deliberately, to front only the essential facts of  life, and 
see if  I could not learn what it had to teach, and not, 
when I came to die, discover that I had not lived.”

❖ “I learned this, at least, by my experiment: that if  one 
advances confidently in the direction of  his dreams, and 
endeavors to live the life which he has imagined, he will 
meet with a success unexpected in common hours.”
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beans is good to the end of  pounding empires one of  these 
days; but if, at the end of  years, it is still only beans!"

• Emerson was wrong; his misunderstood Thoreau's pur-
pose. His goal was not to engineer for America, but to re-
engineer her

• Emerson failed to see the lasting impact that Thoreau 
would have; now Thoreau is probably more influential 
than Emerson

• Most famous works are Walden and On Civil Disobedience 
but critics are beginning to read his 20 volume journals as 
an interesting source of  material.

 

His Philosophy
Simplicity
Eliminate material complexity

Complexity exists for its own sake -- a cycle that never ends

Desire for complexity comes from desire for status, a belief  
that it is actually more simple, and to fill emptiness

Complexity stems from artificial desire, contrasted with real 
desire -- food, air, transcendence, shelter

Cornerstone of  HDT's philosophy: "Simplify, Simplify!"

"The necessaries of  life for man in this climate may, accu-
rately enough, be distributed under the several heads of  
Food, Shelter, Clothing, and Fuel; for not till we have secured 

these are we prepared to entertain the true problems of  life 
with freedom and a prospect of  success." --HDT

 

Approach Nature Deliberately 
Spend one day as deliberately as nature--don't answer bells, 
whistles, alarms. Nature is calm, its music soothing, and its 
rhythms are not artificial. Human needs and desires can wait.

The rush and noise of  our lives is what separates us from our-
selves.

Nature is more than beautiful; it is pure. The pond has the 
characteristics of  The Creator, a person can get no closer to 
heaven than by being in Nature

"Nature has no human inhabitant who appreciates her." 
--HDT

 

Nature as the Salvation of  Society
Adopted from the romantic world view, HDT believed that 
nature held the key to restoring humans to them selves -- cur-
ing the ailments that society inflicted on them.

Belief  in a dynamic ecology -- one that is constantly chang-
ing, one that we can learn from through observation and at-
tention. Thoreau did not believe in a static state of  nature, 
but in a nature that constantly evolves and grows.

Connected to the transcendental belief  at atman, the over-
soul. All things are connected in a shared soul.
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J. Baird Callicot argues that, because of  Thoreau, "nature in 
America went from demonized to divinized and the Ameri-
can population of  European descent went from God's errand 
runners into the hideous and howling wilderness to sinful and 
depraved despoilers of  God's beautiful creation."

Thoreau believed that in conservation of  nature, for its own 
sake and for ours: "Each town should have a park, or rather a 
primitive forest, of  500 or a thousand acres, where a stick 
should never be cut for fuel, a common possession forever, for 
instruction and recreation."

"From the forest and wilderness come the tonics and barks 
which brace mankind" --HDt 

 

Conservation 
Thoreau's basic argument is one for conservation, which is 
an ethic of  resource use, allocation, exploitation, and protec-
tion. Its primary focus is upon maintaining the health of  the 
natural world: its forests, fisheries, habitats, and biological di-
versity. Secondary focus is on materials conservation and en-
ergy conservation, which are seen as important to protect the 
natural world.

HDT believed that all aspects of  life could benefit the natural 
environment -- from farmers to environmental thinkers. Each 
should manage and plan her actions to ensure the preserva-
tion of  wild areas.  
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Biography (1858-1914) 
In his childhood, developed a belief  in the nature and work. He 
would wake early in the morning to have time to himself  to read

At 30, he traveled to Yosemite -- to see the "natural capitals of  
the world" 

Muir spent 6 almost uninterrupted years in the Sierra Moun-
tains. During this time, he guides many people from back East, 
including Emerson. 

Emerson wants him to travel back East to teach, but Muir pre-
fers to life in the natural life, to live the life that Emerson so pas-
sionately talked about living  

Muir’s most influential writing was his book My First Summer in 
the Sierras.  

Muir was responsible for the founding of  the Sierra Club, argua-
bly the nation's most important environmental group. 

   

ABOUT JOHN MUIR

❖ Steven J. Holmes, states that Muir has become "one 
of  the patron saints of  twentieth-century American 
environmental activity," both political and recreational. 
As a result, his writings are commonly discussed in 
books and journals, and he is often quoted in books by 
nature photographers such as Ansel Adams."Muir has 
profoundly shaped the very categories through which 
Americans understand and envision their relationships 
with the natural world," writes Holmes. 
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Major Ideas
Muir battled with the head of  the National Park Service, Gif-
ford Pinchot, over the direction the environmental movement 
needed to take. Muir was a preservationist, who believed in 
keeping nature unchanged. Pinchot was an advocate for con-
servationism, which advocated balanced use of  resources and 
much more human intervention. The debate between the 
two was public, bitter, and protracted—and helped define the 
20th century debate about environmentalism in the United 
States. 

Muir's philosophy and world view rotated around his per-
ceived dichotomy between civilization and nature. From this 
developed his core belief  that "wild is superior". His nature 
writings became a "synthesis of  natural theology" with scrip-
ture that helped him understand the origins of  the natural 
world. According to Williams, philosophers and theologians 
such as Thomas Dick suggested that the "best place to dis-
cover the true attributes of  deity was in Nature." He came to 
believe that God was always active in the creation of  life and 
thereby kept the natural order of  the world. 

Muir would often use the term "home" as a metaphor for 
both nature and his general attitude toward the "natural 
world itself," notes Holmes. He would often use domestic lan-
guage to describe his scientific observations, as when he saw 
nature as providing a home for even the smallest plant life: 

"the little purple plant, tended by its Maker, closed its petals, 
crouched low in its crevice of  a home, and enjoyed the storm 
in safety." Muir also saw nature as his own home, as when he 
wrote friends and described the Sierra as "God's mountain 
mansion." 

	 •	 Almost a holy reverence for the natural world 

	 •	 Belief  that we should learn from nature 

	 •	 Emphasized the study of  emotional response to 
wild nature 

	 •	 Belief  that nature is best in untouched state-- that 
we should not control or manage nature, but experience it 
without leaving our traces. 

    

Important & Interesting Quotations
	 •	 A few minutes ago every tree was excited, bowing 
to the roaring storm, waving, swirling, tossing their branches 
in glorious enthusiasm like worship. But though to the outer 
ear these trees are now silent, their songs never cease. 

	 •	 Everybody needs beauty as well as bread, places to 
play in and pray in, where nature may heal and give strength 
to body and soul. 

	 •	 Keep close to Nature's heart... and break clear 
away, once in awhile, and climb a mountain or spend a week 
in the woods. Wash your spirit clean. 
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	 •	 The gross heathenism of  civilization has generally 
destroyed nature, and poetry, and all that is spiritual. 

	 •	 Trees go wandering forth in all directions with 
every wind, going and coming like ourselves, traveling with 
us around the sun two million  
miles a day, and through space heaven knows how fast and 
far! 

	 •	 ·Climb the mountains and get their good tidings. 
Nature's peace will flow into you as sunshine flows into trees. 
The winds will blow their own freshness into you, and the 
storms their energy, while cares will drop off  like autumn 
leaves. 

	 •	 In God's wildness lies the hope of  the world - the 
great fresh unblighted, unredeemed wilderness. The galling 
harness of  civilization drops off, and wounds heal ere we are 
aware. 

Excerpt
Most people like to look at mountain rivers, and bear them in 
mind; but few care to look at the winds, though far more 
beautiful and sublime, and though they become at times 
about as visible as flowing water. When the north winds in 
winter are making upward sweeps over the curving summits 
of  the High Sierra, the fact is sometimes published with fly-
ing snow-banners a mile long. Those portions of  the winds 
thus embodied can scarce be wholly invisible, even to the 
darkest imagination. And when we look around over an agi-
tated forest, we may see something of  the wind that stirs it, 

by its effects upon the trees. Yonder it descends in a rush of  
water-like ripples, and sweeps over the bending pines from 
hill to hill. Nearer, we see detached plumes and leaves, now 
speeding by on level currents, now whirling in eddies, or, es-
caping over the edges of  the whirls, soaring aloft on grand, 
upswelling domes of  air, or tossing on flame-like crests. 
Smooth, deep currents, cascades, falls, and swirling eddies, 
sing around every tree and leaf, and over all the varied topog-
raphy of  the region with telling changes of  form, like moun-
tain rivers conforming to the features of  their channels.

After tracing the Sierra streams from their fountains to the 
plains, marking where they bloom white in falls, glide in crys-
tal plumes, surge gray and foam-filled in boulder-choked 
gorges, and slip through the woods in long, tranquil 
reaches—after thus learning their language and forms in de-
tail, we may at length hear them chanting all together in one 
grand anthem, and comprehend them all in clear inner vi-
sion, covering the range like lace. But even this spectacle is 
far less sublime and not a whit more substantial than what we 
may behold of  these storm-streams of  air in the mountain 
woods.

We all travel the milky way together, trees and men; but it 
never occurred to me until this storm-day, while swinging in 
the wind, that trees are travelers, in the ordinary sense. They 
make many journeys, not extensive ones, it is true; but our 
own little journeys, away and back again, are only little more 
than tree-wavings—many of  them not so much.

	 	 	 	 	 --from The Mountains of  California
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Biography
Leopold was an American ecologist, forester, professor, and envi-
ronmentalist.

His two most important works are A Sand County Almanac (1949) 
and Round River.

Leopold died fighting a wildfire on a neighbor’s property shortly 
before the publication of  A Sand County Almanac.

 

Major Ideas
Acts of  Creation:Compares the act of  planting a tree with the 
creation of  a poet or a God -- "Acts of  creation are ordinarily 
reserved for gods and poets, but humbler folk may circumvent 
this restriction if  they knew how. To plant a pine, for example, 
one need be neither god nor poet; one need only own a good 
shovel. By virtue of  this curious loophole in the rules, any clod-
hopper may say: Let there be a tree-- and there will be one."

ALDO LEOPOLD QUOTATIONS

❖ “Our remnants of  wilderness will yield bigger values 
to the nation's character and health than they will to 
its pocketbook, and to destroy them will be to admit 
that the latter are the only values that interest us.”

❖ “Mark this well, the laws of  economics are the last 
thing the roads booster is thinking about.”

❖ “We seem ultimately always thrown back on 
individual ethics as the basis of  conservation policy. It 
is hard to make a man, by pressure of  law or money, 
do a thing which does not spring naturally from his 
own personal sense of  right and wrong.”
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The Land Ethic: We need to expand the boundaries of  our 
ideas of  community to include soils, water, plants,animals. 
Collectively, we need to include "the land" in what commu-
nity means -- "If  the biota, in in the course ofaeons, has built 
something we like but do not understand, then who but a 
food would discard seemingly useless parts? To keep every 
cog and wheel is the first precaution of  intelligent tinkering."

Conservation: The state of  harmony between humans and 
the land. It is the height of  ignorance to ask "what good is a 
plant of  animal?" because all things in nature have value

Danger of  the Profit Motive: We cannot allow monetary 
concerns to supersede the value of  the natural world -- "I be-
lieve that many of  the economic forces inside the modern 
body-politic are pathogenic in respect to harmony with land" 
-- "Our children are our signature to the roster of  history; 
our land is merely the place our money was made. There is 
as yet no social stigma in the possession of  the gullied farm, a 
wrecked forest, or a polluted stream, provided the dividends 
suffice to send the youngsters to college. Whatever ails the 
land, the government will fix it." 

Ecological Education: It is difficult to make people see the 
impact of  environmental damage precisely because nature is 
so resilient. They must understand the connections in nature 
-- and people must work hard to educate each other.

Stewardship: The ultimate goal -- humans need to see 
themselves as stewards (caretakers) of  the land rather than as 
owners. 

Evolutionary Time Versus Human Time: Leopold 
stressed the damage humans could do to the environment in 
a short period time, relative to the length of  time the nature 
existed.

 

Important & Interesting Quotations
"We shall never achieve harmony with land, any more than 
we shall achieve absolute justice or liberty for people. In these 
higher aspirations the important thing is not to achieve, but 
to strive."

"Do we realize that industry, which has been our good ser-
vant, might make a poor master?"

 “We abuse land because we regard it as a commodity belong-
ing to us. When we see land as a community to which we be-
long, we may begin to use it with love and respect.”

“We shall never achieve harmony with land, any more than 
we shall achieve absolute justice or liberty for people. In these 
higher aspirations, the important thing is not to achieve but 
to strive.”

“All conservation of  wildness is self-defeating, for to cherish 
we must see and fondle, and when enough have seen and fon-
dled, there is no wilderness left to cherish.”
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"This sounds simple: do we not already sing our love for and 
obligation to the land of  the free and the home of  the brave? 
Yes, but just what and whom do we love? Certainly not the 
soil, which we are sending helter-skelter down river. Certainly 
not the waters, which we assume have no function except to 
turn turbines, float barges, and carry off  sewage. Certainly 
not the plants, of  which we exterminate whole communities 
without batting an eye. Certainly not the animals, of  which 
we have already extirpated many of  the largest and most 
beautiful species. A land ethic of  course cannot prevent the 
alteration, management, and use of  these ‘resources,’ but it 
does affirm their right to continued existence, and, at least in 
spots, their continued existence in a natural state. In short, a 
land ethic changes the role of  Homo sapiens from conqueror 
of  the land-community to plain member and citizen of  it. It 
implies respect for his fellow-members, and also respect for 
the community as such."

Killing the Wolf
We were eating lunch on a high rimrock, at the foot of  which 
a turbulent river elbowed its way. We saw what we thought 
was a doe fording the torrent, her breast awash in white wa-
ter. When she climbed the bank toward us and shook out her 
tail, we realized our error: it was a wolf. A half-dozen others, 
evidently grown pups, sprang from the willows and all joined 
in a welcoming melee of  wagging tails and playful maulings. 
What was literally a pile of  wolves writhed and tumbled in 
the center of  an open flat at the foot of  our rimrock.

In those days we had never heard of  passing up a chance to 
kill a wolf. In a second we were pumping lead into the pack, 
but with more excitement than accuracy; how to aim a steep 
downhill shot is always confusing. When our rifles were 
empty, the old wolf  was down, and a pup was dragging a leg 
into impassable side-rocks.

We reached the old wolf  in time to watch a fierce green fire 
dying in her eyes. I realized then, and have known ever since, 
that there was something new to me in those eyes—some-
thing known only to her and to the mountain. I was young 
then, and full of  trigger-itch; I thought that because fewer 
wolves meant more deer, that no wolves would mean hunters' 
paradise. But after seeing the green fire die, I sensed that nei-
ther the wolf  nor the mountain agreed with such a view.

Since then I have lived to see state after state extirpate its 
wolves. I have watched the face of  many a newly wolfless 
mountain, and seen the south-facing slopes wrinkle with a 
maze of  new deer trails. I have seen every edible bush and 
seedling browsed, first to anaemic desuetude, and then to 
death. I have seen every edible tree defoliated to the height 
of  a saddlehorn. Such a mountain looks as if  someone had 
given God a new pruning shears, and forbidden Him all 
other exercise. In the end the starved bones of  the hoped-for 
deer herd, dead of  its own too-much, bleach with the bones 
of  the dead sage, or molder under the high-lined junipers.

	 	 	 	 	 	 --from A Sand County Almanac
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Biography (1907-1964)
An American marine biologist and nature writer who probably 
became the most significant  environmental writer in the United 
States

As biographer Mark Hamilton Lytle writes, Carson "quite self-
consciously decided to write a book calling into question the 
paradigm of  scientific progress that defined postwar American 
culture." The overriding theme of  Silent Spring is the power-
ful—and often negative—effect humans have on the natural 
world.

Silent Spring has become one of  the most controversial books in 
American history, inspiring many environmentalists and leading 
others to claim that Carson was responsible for the deaths of  mil-
lions.

 

QUOTATIONS

❖ 	 •	 We stand now where two roads diverge. But 
unlike the roads in Robert Frost's familiar poem, they 
are not equally fair. The road we have long been 
traveling is deceptively easy, a smooth superhighway on 
which we progress with great speed, but at its end lies 
disaster. The other fork of  the road / the one less 
traveled by / offers our last, our only chance to reach a 
destination that assures the preservation of  the earth.”

❖ 	 •	 “The purpose of  life is not to be happy. It is 
to be useful, to be honorable, to be compassionate, to 
have it make some difference that you have lived and 
lived well.”
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Her Critique of  Modern Society and 
Treatment of  the Environment
• We face the prospect of  a true Silent Spring,

• Dangerous New Mindset of  Modern World

• We are creating a chain of  evil that cannot be reversed.

• Over-reliance on chemicals to solve industrial problems.

• It’s possible that it’s too late.

• We may not see the symptoms of  something that might de-
stroy us in a generation until it’s too late.

• Misplaced, Almost Religious Faith in Science

 

The Alternative She Proposes
• Biological Solutions

• A Right to Know, Democratic Decision Making about the 
Environment

• Ecological Engineering

• Childlike Wonder and Appreciation of  Nature

• Humility, Recognition of  Both Human Limits and Ability 
to Do Harm

 The Environment? Getting Worse
Carson’s work came in the context of  rapidly changing con-
text for environmental problems. The damage she was seeing 
was part of  a

 rapidly escalating series of  environmental problems brought 
on by rapid production of  chemicals and the process of  mod-
ern industrialization. Two earlier problems highlight the ra-
pidity and severity of  the changes in the century before Car-
son published her work.

 

The Death of  the Passenger Pigeons
From Clive Ponting, A Green History of  the World (1992):

Probably the most terrible example of  mass slaughter in the 
history of  wildlife was not the bison but the passenger pigeon 
– a pigeon story that almost defies belief. The early Europe-
ans in North America frequently commented on the huge 
numbers of  blue, long-tailed, fast and graceful pigeons in the 
country. One of  the first settlers in Virginia wrote that, 
`There are wild pigeons in winter beyond number or imagina-
tion,myself  have seen three or four hours together flocks in 
the air, so thick that even have they shadowed the sky from 
us.'

Their roosting sites were correspondingly enormous- some 
covered an area five miles by twelve with up to ninety nests in 
a single tree - branches broke and whole trees were toppled 
by the sheer weight of  roosting birds, often standing on top 
of  each other, and leaving a pile of  droppings several inches 
deep under the trees. The exact number of  passenger pi-
geons in North America when the Europeans arrived is not 
known but the best guess is 5 billion- about a third of  all the 
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birds in North America at the time and the same as the total 
number of  birds to be found today in the United States.

The real onslaught began with the onset of  large-scale com-
mercial hunting carried out by well-organised trappers and 
shippers in order to supply the developing cities on the east 
coast of  the United States with a cheap source of  meat. It be-
gan once railways linking the Great Lakes area with New 
York opened in the early 1850s. By 1855 300,000 pigeons a 
year were being sent to New York alone. The worst of  the 
mass slaughter took place in the 1800s and 1870s. The scale 
of  the operation can be judged by figures that seem almost 
incredible but which were carefully recorded as part of  a per-
fectly legal and highly profitable commerce. On just one day 
in 1860 (23 July) 235,200 birds were sent east from Grand 
Rapids in Michigan.

Not surprisingly, even the vast flocks of  pigeons could not 
withstand slaughter on this scale. Numbers fell rapidly and by 
the late 1880s large flocks, which had once been so common, 
had become a matter for comment and investigation, and 
most were no more than a few hundred strong. The last 
known specimens were seen in most states of  the eastern 
United States, in the 1890s, and the passenger pigeon died 
out in the wild in Ohio about 1900. The last survivor of  a 
species that had once numbered 5 billion died in captivity in 
1914.

 

More on Those Pigeons

The Bridge at the Edge of  the World: Capitalism, the Envi-
ronment, and Crossing from Crisis to Sustainability, James 
Gustav Spaeth

Audubon described the breathtaking multitudes of  the pas-
senger pigeon migration, as well as the rapacity of  their wild 
and human predators: "Few pigeons were to be seen before 
sunset; but a great number of  persons, with horses and wag-
ons, guns and ammunition, had already established encamp-
ments.... Suddenly, there burst forth a general cry of  `Here 
they come!' The noise which they made, though yet distant, 
reminded me of  a hard gale at sea.. . . As the birds arrived, 
and passed over me, I felt a current of  air that surprised me. 
Thousands were soon knocked down by polemen. The cur-
rent of  birds, however, still kept increasing.... The pigeons, 
coming in by thousands, alighted everywhere, one above an-
other, until solid masses ... were formed on every tree, in all 
directions.... The uproar continues ... the whole night. ... To-
ward the approach of  day, the noise rather subsided.... The 
howlings of  the wolves now reached our ears; and the foxes, 
lynxes, cougars, bears, raccoons, opossums, and pole-cats 
were seen sneaking off  from the spot. Whilst eagles and 
hawks, of  different species, accompanied by a crowd of  vul-
tures, came to supplant them, and enjoy their share of  the 
spoil. It was then that the authors of  all this devastation be-
gan their entry amongst the dead, the dying, and the man-
gled. The pigeons were picked up and piled in heaps, until 
each had as many as he could possibly dispose of, when the 
hogs were let loose to feed on the remainder." 17 The last pas-
senger pigeon on earth expired in a zoo in Cincinnati in 

43

 iBooks Author



1914. Some decades later, forester and philosopher Aldo Leo-
pold offered these words at a ceremony on this passing: "We 
grieve because no living man will see again the onrushing 
phalanx of  victorious birds, sweeping a path for spring across 
the March skies, chasing the defeated winter from all the 
woods and prairies.... Men still live who, in their youth, re-
member pigeons. Trees still live who, in their youth, were 
shaken by a living wind.... There will always be pigeons in 
books and in museums, but these are effigies and images, 
dead to all hardships and to all delights. Book-pigeons cannot 
dive out of  a cloud to make the deer run for cover, or clap 
their wings in thunderous applause of  mast-laden woods. 
Book-pigeons cannot breakfast on newmown wheat in Minne-
sota and dine on blueberries in Canada. They know no urge 
of  seasons; they feel no kiss of  sun, no lash of  wind and 
weather.""

 

That River’s on Fire!
From Ohio History Central:

On June 22, 1969, an oil slick and debris in the Cuyahoga 
River caught fire in Cleveland, Ohio, drawing national atten-
tion to environmental problems in Ohio and elsewhere in the 
United States.

This Cuyahoga River fire lasted just thirty minutes, but it did 
approximately fifty thousand dollars in damage -- principally 
to some railroad bridges spanning the river. It is unclear what 
caused the fire, but most people believe sparks from a passing 

train ignited an oil slick in the Cuyahoga River. This was not 
the first time that the river had caught on fire. Fires occurred 
on the Cuyahoga River in 1868, 1883, 1887, 1912, 1922, 
1936, 1941, 1948, and in 1952. The 1952 fire caused over 
1.5 million dollars in damage.

On August 1, 1969, Time magazine reported on the fire and 
on the condition of  the Cuyahoga River. The magazine stat-
ed, Some River! Chocolate-brown, oily, bubbling with subsur-
face gases, it oozes rather than flows. "Anyone who falls into 
the Cuyahoga does not drown," Cleveland's citizens joke 
grimly. "He decays". . . The Federal Water Pollution Control 
Administration dryly notes: "The lower Cuyahoga has no visi-
ble signs of  life, not even low forms such as leeches and 
sludge worms that usually thrive on wastes." It is also -- liter-
ally -- a fire hazard.

44

 iBooks Author



Founding Philosophers
• Arne Naess "father of  deep ecology"

• Norwegian professor of  philosophy and rock climber  

• Influenced by the works of  Baruch Spinoza and Gandhi

• 1973 as the founding date for deep ecology

• Dave Forman

• American founder of  Earth First! a radical environmental 
activist group

• Believed that action (often drastic) needed to be taken to pre-
vent actions that damage the environment

• Wrote EcoDefence: A Practical Guide to Monkeywrenching

• Inspiration for today's more radical Earth Liberation Front

• Implicated in the burning of  homes, ski lodges, car dealer-
ships

• Uses a cell structure like terrorist organizations of  the 
1960's/70's

DEEP ECOLOGY QUOTATIONS

❖ “Deep ecologists claim that before knowing what we 
ought to do, we must understand who we really are.” 
--Michael Zimmerman

❖ “Care flows naturally if  the “self ” is widened and 
deepened so that protection of  free Nature is felt and 
conceived as protection of  ourselves … Just as we need 
not morals to make us breathe … so if  your “self ” in 
the wide sense embraces another being, you need no 
moral exhortation to show care … You care for 
yourself  without feeling any moral pressure to do it—
providing you have not succumbed to a neurosis of  
some kind, developing self-destructive tendencies, or 
hating yourself.” --Arne Naess

❖
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• George Sessions

• Perhaps the most articulate voice of  deep ecology

• Professor of  Philosophy

• Edward Abbey  

• Literary voice of  deep ecology. Embodied the anarchist 
strand of  the movement

• Wrote Desert Solitaire and The Monkeywrench Gang 

 

Core Philosophies of  Deep Ecology 
We must shift from anthropocentrism (human-
centeredness) to biocentrism or eco-centrism 

Humans should stop seeing themselves as the pinnacle of  evo-
lution, the center of  the universe, and start seeing themselves 
as the pinnacle of  evolution, the center of  the universe, and 
start seeing themselves as part of  the web of  life. All strands 
are interconnected are intrinsically valuable.

We must avoid the tendency towards centralization -- politi-
cally, industrially, and socially.

Industry has a totalizing influence on humans, destroying 
their sense of  self  and their connection to natural world

A better model would be based on bio-regionalism. Small, 
city-state communities that are based on environmentally har-
monious principles. One of  the examples deep ecologists re-
fer to is a project called “Cascadia,” which would encompass 
the Pacific Northwest as a sustainable bioregion.

End Dualism that says that nature is "out there" and that hu-
man nature is "in here." We are connected to, inseparable 
from, and dependent on nature. The best goal for humans 
would be to connect emotionally, rationally, spiritually, and 
physically with nature.

We must end our reliance on affluence and growth.

We need to reduce our population to make the number of  
people on the Earth a sustainable amount.

 

Philosophical Roots of  Deep Ecology
 

	 •	 Eastern philosophy -- Tao and Buddhism

	 •	 Native American Spirituality

	 •	 Gnostic Christianity

• Thoreau, Leopold, Muir, ect. 

Philosophical Roots of  Deep Ecology
The well-being and flourishing of  human and nonhuman 
Life on Earth have value in themselves (synonyms: intrinsic 
value, inherent value). These values are independent of  the 
usefulness of  the nonhuman world for human purposes.  

Richness and diversity of  life forms contribute to the realiza-
tions of  these values and are also values in themselves.  
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Humans have no right to reduce this richness and diversity 
except to satisfy vital human needs.  

The flourishing of  human life and cultures is compatible with 
a substantial decrease of  human population. The flourishing 
of  nonhuman life requires such a decrease.  

Present human interference with the nonhuman world is ex-
cessive, and the situation is rapidly worsening.  

Policies must therefore be changed. These policies affect ba-
sic economic, technological, and ideological structures. The 
resulting state of  affairs will be deeply different from the pre-
sent.  

The ideological change is mainly that of  appreciating life 
quality (dwelling in situations of  inherent value) rather than 
adhering to an increasingly higher standard of  living. There 
will be a profound awareness of  the difference between big 
and great.  

Those who subscribe to the foregoing points have an obliga-
tion to directly or indirectly try to implement the necessary 
changes. 
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Founding Philosophers of  Ecofeminism
• Francoise D’Eaubonne

• Originated the term in 1978

• Carolyn Merchant The Death of  Nature, 1980

• Karen Warren—professor of  philosophy

• Vandana Shiva—professor of  philosophy and physics

Core Beliefs of  All Ecofeminists
1. The oppression of  women and the domination of  nature are 

fundamentally connected.

2. This is because patriarchal dualism places women and the 
concept 'Nature' in the same classification, which is deemed 
to be of  less worth than the 'Culture/Masculine' classifica-
tion. Culturally and economically women are placed in sub-
ordinate positions.

3. Therefore any process that makes humanity more ecologi-
cally aware must also overcome the oppression of  women.

WHAT IS ECOFEMINISM?

"Ecofeminism is a movement that sees a connection between 
the exploitation and degradation of  the natural world and 
the subordination and oppression of  women. It emerged in 
the mid-1970s alongside second-wave feminism and the 
green movement. Ecofeminism brings together elements of  
the feminist and green movements, while at the same time 
offering a challenge to both. It takes from the green 
movement a concern about the impact of  human activities 
on the non-human world and from feminism the view of  
humanity as gendered in ways that subordinate, exploit and 
oppress women." –Mary Mellor
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Ecofeminist Concerns

General Definition:

Ecofeminism is a philosophical movement that seeks to ex-
plore the connection between the domination of  women and 
the domination of  nature. At the core of  their value system is 
a belief  that once we recognize this connection and seek to 
eliminate duality that creates hierarchy/separation, we can 
begin to end the oppression of  both.

"Ecofeminism is a movement that sees a connection between 
the exploitation and degradation of  the natural world and 
the subordination and oppression of  women. It emerged in 
the mid-1970s alongside second-wave feminism and the 
green movement. Ecofeminism brings together elements of  
the feminist and green movements, while at the same time of-
fering a challenge to both. It takes from the green movement 
a concern about the impact of  human activities on the non-
human world and from feminism the view of  humanity as 
gendered in ways that subordinate, exploit and oppress 
women." –Mary Mellor

“Ecofeminism is about connectedness and wholeness of  the-
ory and practice. It asserts the special strength and integrity 
of  every living thing. For us the snail darter is to be consid-
ered side by side with a community's need for water, the por-
poise side by side with appetite for tuna, and the creatures it 
may fall on with Skylab. We are a woman-identified move-

ment and we believe we have a special work to do in these im-
perilled times. We see the devastation of  the earth and her be-
ings by the corporate warriors, and the threat of  nuclear anni-
hilation by the military warriors, as feminist concerns. It is 
the masculinist mentality which would deny us our right to 
our own bodies and our own sexuality, and which depends on 
multiple systems of  dominance and state power to have its 
way.' " –Ynestra King

Elimination of  Duality

Ecofeminists are primarily concerned about duality, our ten-
dency to separate man/woman/nature/human, leader/
follower, teacher/student. These types of  dualistic construc-
tions create hierarchy, as one side of  the dualistic construc-
tion is valued over the other. Western patriarchal thinking is 
based on 'dualism', a world view that orders the world by di-
viding it into opposed pairs of  concepts: Mind is split from 
body, spirit from matter, male from female, culture from na-
ture. One concept in each pair is deemed superior to the 
other. This 'other' is sometimes demonized and always dis-
criminated against. Concepts on both sides are bound into 
complex relationships which become mutually reinforcing. 
Groups that are oppressed in our society are often associated 
with the body rather than than the mind and may be por-
trayed as intuitive but overemotional.
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Redefinition of  Feminism

The primary aims of ecofeminism are not the same as those 
typically associated with liberal feminism. Ecofeminists do 
not seek equality with men as such, but aim for a liberation 
of  women as women. Central to this liberation is a recogni-
tion of  the value of  the activities traditionally associated with 
women; childbirth, nurturing and the whole domestic arena.

Concern about Patriarchy

The patriarchal belief  system valorizes 'male' qualities of  rea-
son and analysis and characterizes intuitive, emotional 'fe-
male' qualities as passive, weak and irrational and therefore 
inferior. Qualities such as passivity, weakness and irrationality 
are not in themselves bad, but they are within the ideology of  
Patriarchal dualism. Patriarchy and dualism combine to gen-
erate a belief  system that devalues the voices of  women.

Definition of  Progress

Other ecofeminists focus on the ideological shift that oc-
curred during the 18th Century European Enlightenment.

• Carolyn Merchant describes how the organic cosmology 
that had helped protect nature for centuries was over-
turned by the scientific and cultural revolutions of  the En-
lightenment. She focuses on the emergence over last two 
hundred years of  a scientific, technological and capitalist 
ideology obsessed with 'progress'.

• Judith Plant believes that pre-industrial Western society 
used organic metaphors to explain self, society and nature. 
These metaphors served as 'cultural constraints' because 
the earth was understood as alive. (See 'Women and Na-
ture'). The scientific revolution of  the Enlightenment re-
placed these organic metaphors with mechanical ones. The 
Universe was no longer understood as a living organism, 
but as a machine, and nature became perceived purely as a 
resource for human use.

Two Schools of  Ecofeminist Thought

Biological Ecofeminism

• Asserts the connection between womyn and nature. Beause 
womyn are inherently more connected to the natural 
world—childbirth, lactation, life-giving, their voices should 
be value and listened to.

• Tends to be the original position of  Ecofeminism—most 
ecofeminists have moved away from this point of  view

Social/Cultural Ecofeminism

• Other ecofeminists argue that though there is a deep con-
nection between women and nature, it is socially created. 
Revaluing this bond is important, but it is also vital to 
change relationships between men and women and be-
tween men and nature.

• The danger is a patriarchal worldview that privileges and 
overvalues patriarchal, masculinist values
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• Nature should be seen primarily for its utility, its usefulness for 
the majority of  humans. Failure to do so will harm human in-
terests.

• Assumption that humans are distinct from nature drives much 
anti-environmental thinking:

• Superiority of  humans

• Existence of  a soul

• Rationality

• Purpose

• Human Resourcefulness. Given the time and technological de-
velopment, human will have the capacity to develop out of  en-
vironmental problems.

• Humans do not have the ability to truly destroy nature. Na-
ture is incredibly resilient; human activity over hundreds of  
years has not destroyed it. There is no reason to believe that it 
will now.

• Economic growth and development can solve most environ-
mental problems. The countries that are the most developed 

AYN RAND

“In order to survive, man has to discover and produce 
everything he needs, which means that he has to alter his 
background and adapt it to his needs. Nature has not 
equipped him for adapting himself  to his background in 
the manner of  animals. From the most primitive cultures 
to the most advanced civilizations, man has had to 
manufacture things; his well-being depends on his success 
at production. The lowest human tribe cannot survive 
without that alleged source of  pollution: fire. It is not 
merely symbolic that fire was the property of  the gods 
which Prometheus brought to man. The ecologists are the 
new vultures swarming to extinguish that fire.”
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are the ones who tend to protect the environment. Hurting 
the economy by forcing economic regulations will have the 
result of  hurting the environment in the end.

• We must avoid misanthropy. The environmentalist move-
ment often equates human experience with the experience 
of  animals or even elevates animal interests over those of  
humans.

• Spotted owls

• Fish habitat versus farmers’ canals

• Religious justifications argue that we need not focus so 
heavily on the environment. Some argue that God created 
the world for human interests or that God will not allow hu-
mans to destroy the environment.

• The natural world is too resilient, too large for humans to 
ever destroy it. It’s simply arrogant to believe we have that 
power.

• Environmentalism undermines capitalism, which offers the 
best way to protect the environment. Limiting our eco-
nomic growth and constraining development will do more 
damage to the environment. Ayn Rand wrote, “city smog 
and filthy rivers are not good for men (though they are not 
the kind of  danger that the ecological panic-mongers pro-
claim them to be). This is a scientific, technological prob-
lem—not a political one—and it can be solved only by tech-
nology. Even if  smog were a risk to human life, we must re-
member that life in nature, without technology, is whole-
sale death.”

• Individualism offers the best answer for society and the en-
vironment. Rational self-interest will drive humans to both 
protect their environment and their interests. The govern-
ment often acts in ways that are antithetical to the interests 
of  individuals--and should not be trusted. Roy Cordato ar-
gues that “in a free society, environmental problems should 
be viewed in terms of  how they impinge on human liberty. 
Questions should focus on how and why one person’s use 
of  resources might interfere with the planning and the deci-
sion making abilities of  others. Since, legitimately, people 
can only make plans and decisions with respect to re-
sources that they have “rights” to, environmentalism that 
has human wellbeing as the focus of  its analysis, must cen-
ter on property rights.”

• Private property rights give humans the right to treat their 
land and its resources as they see fit. Mr. Cordato argues 
that private property rights will better protect the environ-
ment: “environmental problems occur because property 
rights, a requirement of  free markets, are not being identi-
fied or enforced. Problems of  air, river, and ocean pollution 
are all due to a lack of  private property rights and/or pro-
tection.”

• Environmentalists are often wrong and scare the public 
with horror stories about the environment. This doomsay-
ing prevents real discussion about the environment. One 
of  the best examples were fears of  an Ice Age in the 1970s.
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History of  Animal Rights
The history of  the idea of  animal rights has been a slow process 
from protection of  the welfare of  animals to broader expansion. 
 The first known law protecting animals in was passed in Ireland 
in 1635, and prohibited pulling wool off  sheep and attaching 
plows to horses' tails.

The German philosopher Arthur Schopenhauer was the first 
major Western philosopher to advocate animal rights, when he 
wrote that Europeans "awakening more and more to a sense 
that beasts have rights, in proportion as the strange notion is be-
ing gradually overcome and outgrown, that the animal kingdom 
came into existence solely for the benefit and pleasure of  man" 
in the mid 1800s.

Interestingly, the first European country to pass comprehensive 
animal protection laws was Nazi Germany. 

Probably the most important contemporary philosopher who ad-
vocates increasing rights of  animals is Peter Singer, who wrote 
Animal Liberation in 1975.

PAINTING CALLED “FACTORY FARM”

❖ “If  we cut up beasts simply because they cannot 
prevent us and because we are backing our own side in 
the struggle for existence, it is only logical to cut up 
imbeciles, criminals, enemies, or capitalists for the 
same reasons.” --C. S. Lewis

❖ “People often say that humans have always eaten 
animals, as if  this is a justification for continuing the 
practice. According to this logic, we should not try to 
prevent people from murdering other people, since this 
has also been done since the earliest of  times.” --Isaac 
Bashevis Singer
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Tom Regan wrote The Case for Animal Rights in 1983.

 Arguments for Animal Rights
Utilitarianism Demands Ending Suffering. Singer 
bases much of  his argument in favor of  animal rights onutili-
tarianism, the principle that the best decision leads to the 
greatest happiness for the greatest number of  people.

Both Humans and Animals Have A Shared Interest 
in Not Suffering. Singer rejects the idea that humans or 
non-humans have natural or moral rights, and proposes in-
stead the equal consideration of  interests, arguing that there 
are no logical, moral, or biological grounds to suppose that a 
violation of  the basic interests of  a human—for example, the 
interest in not suffering—is different in any morally signifi-
cant way from a violation of  the basic interests of  a 
non-human. 

Animals Are Capable of  Understanding and Feeling 
Pain. He also argues that animals are capable of  feeling 
pain. According to Singer, scientific publications have made 
it clear over the last two decades that the majority of  re-
searchers do believe animals suffer and feel pain, though it 
continues to be argued that their suffering may be reduced by 
an inability to experience the same dread of  anticipation as 
humans, or to remember the suffering as vividly. In the most 
recent edition of  Animal Liberation, Singer cites research in-
dicating that animal impulses, emotions, and feelings are lo-
cated in the diencephalon, a region well developed in mam-
mals and birds 

All Beings Have a Life That Matters to Them and We 
Must Protect It. Regan argues that the crucial attribute 
that all humans have in common, he argues, is not rationality, 
but the fact that each of  us has a life that matters to us; in 
other words, what happens to us matters to us, regardless of  
whether it matters to anyone else. In Regan's terminology, we 
each experience being the "subject-of-a-life." If  this is the 
true basis for ascribing inherent value to individuals, to be 
consistent we must ascribe inherent value, and hence moral 
rights, to all subjects-of-a-life, whether human or non-
human. The basic right that all who possess inherent value 
have, he argues, is the right never to be treated merely as a 
means to the ends of  others. 

Endangers Humans to Use Standard of  Rationality. 
Singer argued that failure to extend rights to animals merely 
because they lack reason would open the door to mistreating 
humans with severe disabilities. Singer writes "For there are 
many humans who are not rational, self-aware, or autono-
mous, and who have no language—all humans under 3 
months of  age, for a start.  And even if  they are excluded, on 
the grounds that they have the potential to develop these ca-
pacities, there are other human beings who do not have this 
potential.  Sadly, some humans are born with brain damage 
so severe that they will never be able to reason, see them-
selves as an independent being, existing over time, make their 
own decisions, or learn any form of  language."
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Arguments Against Human Rights
Animals Have No Regard for Humans. One of  the 
most common arguments against animal rights/
vegetarianism is known as the Ben Franklin Defense. Franklin 
argued that since animals do not show mercy to each other, 
humans should not feel any obligation to them. According to

Singer, Franklin was for many years a vegetarian, until one 
day, while watching his friends fishing, he noticed that some 
of  the fish they caught had eaten other fish.  He then said to 
himself: "If  you eat one another, I don't see why we may not 
eat you."

Animals Cannot Understand Rights. Others argue that 
animals must be capable of  understanding rights. Carl Co-
hen, a professor of  philosophy, wrote that "rights holders 
must be able to distinguish between their own interests and 
what is right.  "The holders of  rights must have the capacity 
to comprehend rules of  duty governing all, including 
themselves. 

Rights Imply Obligations.  Roger Scruton argues 
that that rights imply obligations.  Every legal privilege, he 
writes, imposes a burden on the one who does not possess 
that privilege: that is, "your right may be my duty."  Scruton 
therefore regards the emergence of  the animal rights move-
ment as "the strangest cultural shift within the liberal world-
view," because the idea of  rights and responsibilities is, he ar-
gues, distinctive to the human condition, and it makes no 
sense to spread them beyond our own species He accuses ani-

mal rights advocates of  "pre-scientific" anthropomorphism, 
attributing traits to animals that are, he says, Beatrix Potter-
like, where "only man is vile."

Moral Intuition Is Clear: Humans Prefer Their 
Own. Judge Richard Posner argues that his moral intuition 
tells him "that human beings prefer their own.  If  a dog 
threatens a human infant, even if  it requires causing more 
pain to the dog to stop it, than the dog would have caused to 
the infant, then we favour the child.  It would be monstrous 
to spare the dog. He continues, saying "it is wrong to give as 
much weight to a dog's pain as to an infant's pain, and that it 
is wrong to kill one person to save 101 chimpanzees even if  a 
human life is only 100 times as valuable as a chimpanzee's 
life.  I rested these judgments on intuition.  Against this intui-
tion you have no factual reply, as you would if  my intuition 
were founded on a belief  that dogs feel no pain and that 
chimpanzees have no mentation."

All of  the arguments from the traditional objections to envi-
ronmentalism also apply here.

 

Modern Context: Factory Farming
Daniel Degrazia argued in this 2002 book Animal Rights: A 
Very Short Introduction that factory farming does more 
harm to animals than any other human activity.  He wrote:

Considering both numbers of  animals involved and the extent to 

which they are harmed, factory farming causes more harm to ani-
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mals than does any other human institution or practice.  In the 

USA alone, this institution kills over 100 million mammals and 

five billion birds annually.  American farm animals have virtually 

no legal protections.  The most important applicable federal legisla-

tion is the Humane Slaughter Act, which does not cover poultry - 

most of  the animals consumed - and has no bearing on living condi-

tions, transport, or handling.  Moreover, as Gail Eisnitz and others 

have extensively documented, the Act is rarely enforced.  Apparently, 

the US Department of  Agriculture supports the major goal of  agri-

business: absolute maximization of  profit without hindrance.  This 

is not surprising when one considers that, since the 1980s, most top 

officials at USDA either have been agribusiness leaders themselves 

or have had close political and financial ties to the industry. 

Robert Paalberg countered this view in a 2010 article in For-
eign Policy. He wrote:

If  we are going to get serious about solving global hunger, we need 

to de-romanticize our view of  preindustrial food and farming.  And 

that means learning to appreciate the modern, science-intensive, and 

highly capitalized agricultural system we've developed in the West. 

 Without it, our food would be more expensive and less safe.  In 

other words, a lot like the hunger-plagued rest of  the world...

 

Take industrial food systems, the current bugaboo of  American food 

writers.  Yes, they have many unappealing aspects, but without 

them food would be not only less abundant but also less safe.
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